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Kr» Jeseph A. Clorety, Jr, 

fatienal Sesretary, American Veterans Committee 
1200 %# Street, S.f . 

Washington, 33. C. 

Saar Sr. Clorety t 

deference it made to your latter of 12 February 1348, j sgax 
tag personnel procurement polity of this Agency. 

*• an bftpjy to infora yon that personnel of this Agent y &i 
employed eat the basis of their Individual experience, eagaiilitif s, 
character, sad unquestioned loyalty to the Obi ted States of A:.ierj e* » 
their connection with any service, social, or fraternal o*$anisaf ion 
is of no if port unless the organisation is known to he anabtereiTt la 
character as listed hy the Office of the Attorney Saner. 1, 


ft are appreeiatlww of your statement of policy .;ad exjlaas 
tion of the platform of the AVC. 


tUewdy, 


StCMED 1 ' 

a. s* TOM« tat 

Sear Admiral, tSI 

Streeter of Central 
Intelligence 


Distribution! / 

Director’s fUe 
Deputy Director 
Sxec for I&S 

Central Records -w/ original ltr. 
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iMSUCAH vsim&ss COMMITTEE, (avc) 
Incorporated 


' So "Achieve a More Democratic and Prosperous America and a " " 

» ■ -, Ar ±- 4 fere Steele World 

National Offices — 1200 ^jre Street, H.W,, Washington 1, D*r; 


Chat Paterson 
Chairman 

Richard 1, Bolling 
Vice-Chairman 
NATIONAL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 
Regional Chairmen 
Arnold W, Rivkin 


Republic- 8269 
12 February 1948 

Rear Admiral R. H. Hillenkoetter 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 


few England 
Mai H. Roller 
Middle Atlantic 
Lester H» Persella 
South East 
Martin L # Lamer 
last Central 
Horace W, Wilkie 
West Central 
Fred H« Schmidt 
South West 
Irving Simon 
Mountain 
Archie Green 
Ceast 

John A, Arcudi 
Bernard Bellush 
Meyer Bernstein 
Kenneth M, Birkhead 
Ted Coggs 
Phil Dreyer 
Ulysses G* Lee, Jr. 
Cord Meyer, Jr. 

Merle D. Miller 
Robert R» Nathan 
Morris Pottish 
Robert Rawson 
Fr ank l in B. Roosevelt, 
Oren Root, Jr* 

Michael Straight 
Hugh Will 

Lincoln W. Lauter stein 
National Counsel 
*ernon Eagle 
National Treasurer 
Joseph A. Clorety, Jr. 

National Secretary 


Dear Sir* 

Several members of our organisation have alleged that ft »t«ln 
super v leery officials of the Central Intelligence / ;©xk y - ^ 
maintained that AVC is a C ommun ist— dominated organ; w&ti <. 
ttiat they cannot, therefore, permit membership in i VC K heir 
employee*. This certainly cannot be official Central Jr. 
gence Agency policy. However, since the question ln» ei«* orbed 
several of our members, I should appreciate a statement rom 
the Central Intelligence Agency on the matter. 

Inasmuch as your information in regard to AVC may j q t- *■, 
plete I should like to set forth the following fact , U ; V .- 
larly as relating to the charge that we are a Comm nisi- omln- 
ated organisation. 

The AVC has made its- anti -Communist position clear md > y «« 
question. The preamble to our constitution, thich ill > dj ac- 
tive members are required to endorse before beooain < • **■? 

states as our purposes: "To preserve the Constitution the 

Snited States; to insure the rights of free speech, fre~ 5 -<»ss, 
free worship, free assembly , and free elections! to pro' ie 
thorough social and economic security to all; to maeta .1 ’nil 
production and full employment in our country under a s* » sem 
of free enterprise 

A b long ago as November, 1946, the National Plannin > Con 
•of AVC approved a detailed, specific statement of o Jpos: 1 
to CoramuDisa from which I should like to quote- several ». t M«nas r - 

"As veterans who believe firmly in the democratic iuaalt 
we have endorsed, we reject the notion that the Cornnunitl Prp-.y 
possesses the key to the magic formula whereby the *»tt< r-t'-rt 
of hxsaan welfare can be achieved. We spurn the inm ncei *• co- 
operation of a minority group unquestios&ngly obeyii-qj 1« i . ■■ 9 
whose objectives, including a totalitarian dictator: hip % t -te 
extreme left, are irreconcilable with our own .... 
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G B«ff 0rd i G ^ 4 I:! f? C ! r " w ® p PP°® a tile entrance into our ranks cr men 

aoSt^ 1 C^tL Cret,ary ^ J«wnist Party and ire shall strive to pr 

c,ert ", Carter and if, fcy subterfuge or deceit the/ i™ 

S fe^ erana AffairB “• A ! C “ * -undiL-^r 


Andrew L, Na wropp 
Director of Public Relati ons 
and Publications 
Richard L, Hawkins 
Managing Editor of AVC 
Bulletin 
Samuel Unger 
Business Manager 


<*•» perverse philosophy. 1 * 

?* ATO platform as adopted at both our ratios 
to fate has been specifically opposed:! to tee 
Party line on many issues. As a mat Tier of f s , 
has been particularly active on two major iss, 
tne Communists are ardently opposed, namely 
the Baruch plan for international control of i 
and the European Recovery Program. 

tU our last national convention the membership of our orsaniaotiot 

S'!,"?/" =**rd of M,t mnLc. 

^ electing a slate of national officers whose Independent o - j res 
including specific opposition to Communism— is unquestioned. ** 

? ^beral or gan i. i ^ tion which is proud to number am ant' s + r m 

Sfn 0 S S . U S^ iib3rta ^ as frankUa ^fiooseve?^ jJ. St V-ot 

»d Robert R, Ba than . Our patriotism includes firm belief in the 
of the American JJLberal tradition and we ™ u 

lirUGlR f ^ vxUx tha J *»«dusaa Communist Party, which ^ con 
Avowed enemy of tee principles of democracy and freedom to which l 
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Doubtless the supervisory officials responsible for these rare-t.il ,n, 
Uons by our members are unaware of tee abovafantl t S? aLA *' ! 
been accredited by tee Veterans AdministrftionS teat it £ls "n? 
honorary member the fcost deverend Bernard J. Shell, Auxiliar? di.hc of 

° *“ ®^sed bote of our national coAveSon^f ^ 2 - % i 

enjoys the expressed confidence of such militant oooanent Af c~Jf « 1 ‘ 

"iSr phnip s™*- 

omciiirnf’^f h i ai c f®i }ar&tle prominence. The ignore ice of „ a c 

a * e ‘‘ C7 tal dua ‘ Mt “»“• ttoir .l-nd« -us 

I hope that I shall hear from you shortly on this importer, t m bt » 
can reassure our movers as to tee unfolded ^ W tie , 

ing the position of the Central Intelligence Agency. ' 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) Joseph A. Cloret* , Jr. 
Jobeph A. Clorety, Jr. 

Kational Secretary 

JACset 


Distribution* J 
Director’s file ,/ 

Deputy Director 
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